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inspector general were modest in na-
ture. They did not require that any-
body be fired or cavalierly dismissed. It 
called for what is known as an account-
ability board, something, again, to en-
sure that the watchdogs are in place to 
protect this country’s security and do 
it in a fashion that is committed to the 
American principles of transparency 
and openness. 

I have written Admiral McConnell 
who, of course, is the head of the na-
tional intelligence community, and 
asked him to direct General Hayden to 
cease and cease immediately the inves-
tigation that is now going on into the 
work of the inspector general at the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

It is my view that people who know 
they are doing the right thing are not 
afraid of oversight. It is time for the 
head of the intelligence community, 
Admiral McConnell, to put an end, and 
an immediate end, to General Hayden’s 
attempt to muzzle the CIA’s inspector 
general. 

I wrap up by saying, again, we are 
not talking about a matter that is par-
tisan. Senator BOND, who has been so 
cooperative on these matters relating 
to accountability and transparency, 
said it very well. Senator BOND said the 
inspector general had done great work. 
In his statement on this matter, Sen-
ator BOND noted that the Agency re-
grettably has a track record of resist-
ing accountability. 

So that is what this is all about. The 
ball is now in Admiral McConnell’s 
court. It is my hope that in the next 
few days, Admiral McConnell will di-
rect General Hayden to cease this in-
vestigation into the work of the CIA’s 
inspector general. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

RECESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2 p.m. 

Thereupon, at 1 p.m., the Senate re-
cessed until 2 p.m., and reassembled 
when called to order by the Acting 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
AND EDUCATION APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008, Continued 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Louisiana is 
recognized. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3328 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3325 
Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I will 

call up amendment No. 3328 which is at 

the desk, but in the interim, before I 
actually call it up and make it pend-
ing, I wish to discuss the Vitter amend-
ment No. 3328. Hopefully, in a rel-
atively short period of time, we can ac-
tually call it up and make it pending. 

This amendment is very simple and 
very straightforward. In fact, it is 
something this body has seen before on 
other bills and has strongly voted for 
before. It simply prohibits any funds in 
this appropriations bill from being used 
to block the reimportation of safe pre-
scription drugs from Canada. 

All of us know that sky-high pre-
scription drug prices are a very trou-
bling burden every American family 
faces. Certainly literally every family I 
deal with in Louisiana deals with this 
issue in some form or fashion, often in 
the context of trying to help elderly 
parents or grandparents or others with 
very significant prescription drug 
costs. 

One partial solution to that huge 
challenge is to allow American con-
sumers to buy prescription drugs in 
person or through mail order or the 
Internet from Canada, because pre-
cisely the same prescription drugs are 
available in Canada—in all cases at a 
dramatically lower cost. 

Unfortunately, in this country we 
have had Federal law that prevents 
American consumers from doing that 
in most cases. This amendment and 
other full-blown bills, some introduced 
by myself, others introduced by other 
leaders on the issue, such as Senators 
DORGAN and SNOWE, would lift those 
prohibitions and allow American con-
sumers their rightful access to safe, 
cheaper prescription drugs from Can-
ada. 

This amendment is being brought on 
this appropriations bill for a very sim-
ple and legitimate reason. Under the 
current administration there has been 
a task force established under the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices. That task force was specifically 
established to coordinate all Federal 
Government activity by the adminis-
tration to block reimportation of drugs 
from Canada and elsewhere. That is 
governed under the Department of 
Health and Human Services. That is or-
ganized under that Department which 
is governed by this bill, so this amend-
ment will simply say: No funds in this 
bill going to the Department can be 
used for that purpose. That task force 
has to quit its operation. None of that 
money can go to support the activity 
of that task force, which is specifically 
designed to block American consumers 
from getting safe, cheaper prescription 
drugs from Canada and elsewhere. 

At this point I believe it has been 
cleared so I wish to formally call up 
amendment No. 3328 and make it pend-
ing. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

The Senator from Louisiana [Mr. VITTER] 
proposes an amendment numbered 3328 to 
amendment No. 3325. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To provide a limitation on funds 

with respect to preventing the importation 
by individuals of prescription drugs from 
Canada) 
On page 79, between lines 4 and 5, insert 

the following: 
SEC. ll. None of the funds appropriated in 

this Act may be used to prevent an indi-
vidual not in the business of importing a pre-
scription drug (within the meaning of sec-
tion 801(g) of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 381(g) from import-
ing a prescription drug from Canada that 
complies with sections 501, 502, and 505 of the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 351, 352, and 355). 

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, this is 
virtually exactly the same amendment 
I proposed with Senator NELSON to the 
Homeland Security Appropriations 
bill. That amendment was agreed to in 
the Senate 68 to 32 on July 11, 2006, and 
was subsequently signed into law. More 
recently, this year we came back to the 
Senate floor with the same amendment 
on this year’s Homeland Security Ap-
propriations bill and that was agreed 
to by unanimous consent. So the Sen-
ate has spoken. The Senate has spoken 
strongly, by a vote of 68 votes or more, 
in support of what an even larger per-
centage of the American people want, 
and that is free, unfettered access to 
safe, cheaper drugs from Canada and 
elsewhere. 

This amendment is very simple. It 
says none of the funds in this act, in 
this bill before us, can be used to stop 
Americans from getting the safe, 
cheaper prescription drugs from Can-
ada. The amendment is very specific to 
Canada only. 

This amendment will take us along 
the path toward full-blown drug re-
importation. Last year we had success 
in allowing Americans to carry on 
their person these prescriptions drugs 
from Canada. This amendment would 
go further and allow that, not only on 
an individual American citizen’s per-
son, but also by mail order or the 
Internet, as long as that American cit-
izen is not in the business of whole-
saling and selling prescription drugs, 
as long as it is for his or her personal 
use. 

I hope the Senate, both sides of the 
aisle come together as we have in the 
past with a strong, overwhelming ma-
jority—in the past it has been 68 votes 
or more—and pass this amendment and 
say enough is enough. Let’s establish 
this regime of safe reimportation from 
Canada and elsewhere. Let’s push the 
administration to put forward the safe-
ty mechanisms that they absolutely 
have the authority and ability to help 
lower the cost of prescription drugs for 
all American citizens, particularly our 
seniors. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
this amendment. 

I yield the floor. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 
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